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Dear Parents/Guardians,

It’s hard to believe that we are now getting ready for
NYS tests. As always, you will continue to receive the
monthly newsletter where you will be updated on what
the students are learning at the moment across all
subjects, as well as some important dates coming up.
Below you will find our contact information should you
have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Your Fifth Grade Teachers

CONTACT INFO

You are always welcome to call the school at (718)
831-4016 to relay a message to us or send a note in

with your child.  If you prefer, here are our email
addresses:

● Mrs. Apicello kapicello@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Arcari earcari@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Cardarelli ccardarelli@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Gold agold11@schools.nyc.gov
● Ms. Grubert mgrubert@schools.nyc.gov

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL):
As a 5th grade team, we have been focusing on self-reflection.
We have been discussing ways we have become more
responsible in our daily routines, ways we have become a
better friend or citizen and the importance of positive
self-talk. Our CARES letter for this month is S which stands for
both Sportsmanship & Self-Reflection.

Reading/Writing Workshop:
This month we will be reviewing the various strategies we
have learned in reading and writing workshops this year, as
we prepare ourselves for the NYS tests. Students are
reviewing skills they have learned all year in reading and
writing. Students will work to write strong short answer
responses and essays with support & evidence.

Mathematics:
DIGGING DEEPER INTO DECIMALS

Students continue to build place value understanding from
grade 4 to recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in
one place represents 10 times as much as it represents in the
place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in the place to
its left. Students are now able to add, subtract, multiply, and
divide with decimals and are building proficiency in all 4
areas.  Students are preparing to add and subtraction
fractions & mixed numbers. At this time we are also preparing
to take the NYS Math exam.

Science:
THE EARTH SYSTEM

In science we are continuing our unit about water.  The
students are working to solve a mystery on Ferris Island.  East
Ferris is running low on water, while West Ferris is not!  The
students are going to be taking on the role of water resource
engineers, helping East Ferris with their water problem.  In
this unit, they are going to be working together to solve the
question, “Why is East Ferris running low on water, while
West Ferris is not?”

Social Studies:
CIVICS

As part of the Civics for All initiative, 5th graders will take part
in an action civics project whereby students propose a
community issue they believe needs addressing. Students
work together to research their community’s needs, develop
plans, share information, and advocate for solutions to the
problems their community faces. The ultimate goal of the
project is to have students realize that they are empowered
to become agents of change for the betterment of their
communities.


