
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Welcome to Second Grade! 

This is going to be an exciting and successful year for your 
children. Just a few reminders… On gym and dance days, 

students need to wear sneakers. Breakfast will be served in 
the cafeteria every day from 7:30-8:00am. Please check 
and empty your child’s HW folder each night and send it 

back to school each day. If there is any change in dismissal, 
always send in a note or contact the office. Lunch is at 

11:05am every day. There is no snack time in second grade. 
If you need to contact your child’s teacher, please email us. 
In case of an emergency, call the office. Thank you for all 

your help and support! 
Sincerely,  

Your Second Grade Teachers 
Mrs. Bouloukos, Mrs. DeSivo, Mrs. Hennessy, Mrs. Reilly, & 

Mrs. Steck 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   What we are learning this month! 
Reading: Unit 1: Becoming a Big Kid Reader: In 
this unit students learn to read with fluency, read series 
books well by getting to know the characters across a 
series and attending to story elements as they read, and 
to word solve more flexibly as they read; especially 
focusing on vowel teams and vowels with R. 
Reading: Word Detectives: In this unit students will 
monitor for trouble in their books and look closely at all 
the letters in a word from start to finish to solve word 
mysteries. Also, they will learn how to read words with 
word endings, sight words and they will zoom out to think 
about what happens in their books. Next, they will learn 
about vowel sounds, silent e, and making predictions. 
Finally, they will learn strategies to help them solve 
longer words with double consonants in the middle, 
compound words, and word endings. They will learn how to 
retell their books when they finish reading. 
Writing: Revving Up Writing Muscles: In this first 
unit students learn to use everything they know to write 
long and strong right away and how to use a mentor text 
to try out ways an author has made it special.  
Lessons from the Masters: Improving Narrative 
Writing: Students will study the masters for inspiration 
and ideas, noticing author’s craft by studying imagery, 
tension, and literary language. 
Math: Unit 1: Adding, Subtracting, and Working 
with Data: First, students learn to add and subtract 
within 20 and then within 50. Next, students learn ways 
to represent data by interpreting picture and bar graphs. 
Finally, students use diagrams and bar graphs to compare 
problems. 
Social Studies: Unit 1 Our Community’s 
Geography: Students learn what a map is and how it 
helps us, what cardinal and intermediate directions are, 
how a physical and political map are different, how to use 
a map to locate our state, country, continent and 
hemisphere, where NYC is on the map and what the 
boroughs are that make up NYC, how people in NYC 
travel, all about the parks, cultural buildings, and major 
geographic features in NYC. 
Science: Unit 1 Plant and Animal Relationships:  
Students will investigate: Why aren’t new chalta trees 
growing in the Bengal Tiger Reserve? How do scientists 
study habitats? How do new plants grow? Why aren’t the 
chalta seeds getting what they need to grow?  How do 
plants get the sunlight and water they need to grow? 
Why can’t plants always get the sunlight and water they 
need to grow?

Important Dates 
10/5: NO SCHOOL: Yom Kippur 

10/11: NO SCHOOL: Italian Heritage Day/Indigenous People’s Day 

 

October 2022

Fundations 
Unit 1 and Unit 2:              
Review tapping to read words - 
primary consonant sounds and 
short vowel sounds. Review 
digraphs: sh, ch, th, wh, and ck.  
Review closed syllable concept. 
Review glued sounds: am, an, 
ang, ing, ung, ank, ink, onk, unk. 

Teach the spelling of the “k” 
sound: c, k, ck. 

Teach bonus letters: ff, ll, ss 

R-controlled vowels: ar, or, er, 
ir, ur. 

Trick words: you, your, they, was, 
one, said, from, do, does, here, shall, 
full, pull, both, talk, walk. 

 

P.S. 133’s C.A.R.E.S. Program 
OCTOBER: COMMUNITY/COMPASSION 

The PS 133 CARES Program is a program that provides students with an opportunity to 
demonstrate ways they can be accountable and take ownership over their actions.  The 
purpose of this program is to ensure the safety and well-being of the PS 133 community 
while building up positive character traits. By introducing, teaching, recognizing, & 
celebrating each of these traits, students will learn the appropriate way to treat each 
other and work together as a community, minimizing bullying, harassment and 
discrimination incidents.  
C.A.R.E.S. Mission:  “To empower students to become the best versions of themselves 
while being productive members of the 133 community by embracing & instilling core 
values that help build their character.” 


