
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Just a few reminders… On gym and dance days, students 
need to wear sneakers. Breakfast is being served in the 
cafeteria every day from 7:30-8:00am. Please check and 
empty your child’s HW folder each night and send it back 

to school each day. If there is any change in dismissal, 
always send in a note or contact the office. If you need to 
contact your child’s teacher, please email us. In case of an 
emergency, call the office. Thank you for all your help and 

support! 
Sincerely,  

Your Second Grade Teachers 
Mrs. Bouloukos, Mrs. DeSivo, Mrs. Hennessy, Mrs. Reilly, & 

Mrs. Steck 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What we are learning this month! 
READING: Bigger Books Mean Amping Up 
Reading Power: First, second grade readers will learn 
how to read with fluency by rehearsing reading voices, 
scooping words into phrases, noticing dialogue tags, using 
meaning to read fluently, and reading at a just-right pace. 
Next, readers will learn about literary language by 
recognizing literary language, understanding comparisons, 
noticing when authors play with words, and reading as a 
writer - focusing on special language. Then, readers meet 
the challenges of longer books by setting up routines for 
same-book partners, holding onto stories even when 
books are long, staying on track when books get tricky, 
and using writing to solve reading problems. Finally, 
readers tackle goals by self-assessing, organizing goal 
clubs, and giving feedback to group members. 
WRITING: Writing About Reading Second 
grade writers will learn how to write letters to share 
ideas about characters. They will retell important parts, 
write about more than one part of a book, gather lots of 
evidence to support their opinions about a book, add 
quotes to support their opinions, and write introductions 
and conclusions that captivate. 
MATH: Unit 4: Addition and Subtraction on 
the Number Line Students will learn how to locate 
numbers on a number line, read a number line with 
unlabeled tick marks, compare numbers on a number line, 
estimate on a number line, and add and subtract on a 
number line.  
SOCIAL STUDIES: Unit 2 NEW YORK 
CITY OVER TIME: Students will learn about the 
reasons early settlers immigrated to NYC, how the use of 
natural resources in NYC changed from the 1700s to the 
1900s, and how NYC homes and buildings and 
transportation changed from the 1700s to the 1900s.  
SCIENCE: Unit 1 Plant and Animal 
Relationships:  This month we will finish the unit by 
conducting seed investigations and taking an end of the 
unit assessment.  
Unit 2 Properties of Materials: Chapter 1: 
How can you make a sticky glue? Students will 
focus on the investigation questions: What can be noticed 
about different materials? How can you tell if substances 
are different? How can the properties of a mixture 
change? Which ingredients should we use or not use in 
our glue? 

 

Important Dates 

1/16: NO SCHOOL - MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

1/20 or 1/27 - CLASS TRIP  
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Fundations 
Unit 7 and Unit 8:               

Open Syllables                              

Y says long i or long e at the end 
of a word                               

Combine open syllables with 
closed and/or vowel-consonant-e 
syllables                 

Suffixes: -y, -ly, -ty 

R-Controlled Sounds: ar, or                 

Trick words: eight, large, 
change, city, every, family, 
night, carry, something, say, 
says, see, between, each, world, 
answer, different, any, many, 
how, now, down. 

 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
DECEMBER: EMPATHY/EMBRACING DIFFERENCES 

‘This month our focus is on empathy and embracing differences. 
Students will learn about empathy as we read Fly Away Home by Eve 
Bunting and watch the video The Present. They will engage in 
discussions about things they are grateful for, people they are 
grateful for, and things they take for granted. Students will learn 
about embracing differences as we read Chrysanthemum by Kevin 
Henkes. They will engage in discussions about how it feels to get 
picked on, how it feels to feel different from others, and what to do 
when this happens. 

 

  


