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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Each month you will receive this newsletter, which
contains what we are learning about, important dates,
and all the exciting events going on in fifth grade. This
year continues to be a wonderful and exciting
experience for both us and our students.  As always,
please contact us if you have any questions!

Sincerely,
Your Fifth Grade Teachers

CONTACT INFO

You are always welcome to call the school at
(718)831-4016 to relay a message to us or send a
note in with your child.  If you prefer, here are our

email addresses:

● Mrs. Apicello kapicello@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Gold agold11@schools.nyc.gov
● Ms Grubert mgrubert@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Cardarelli ccardarelli@schools.nyc.gov
● Mrs. Arcari earcari@schools.nyc.gov

Reading Workshop:
BOOK CLUBS

We are exploring various elements of fiction books in
Book Clubs. Students are beginning to write and think
deeply within their books they are reading independently.
The students are studying story elements like identifying
character traits, comparing and contrasting theme,
analyzing parts of a story in relation to the whole.

Writing workshop:
Literary Essay

This unit is purposely paired with our Reading Unit
above, as they were designed to be taught side-by-side.
It is truly magical as the students are able to explore and
analyze many wonderful short texts (including videos!).
They will be working on the art of the Literary Essay,
which is a very structured type of writing (Introduction, 3
Body Paragraphs, & a Conclusion).  They began this unit
at the end of December.

Mathematics:
UNIT 4: Wrapping Up Multiplication and
Division with Multi-Digit Numbers.

In this unit, students multiply multi-digit whole numbers
using the standard algorithm and begin working toward
end-of-grade expectation for fluency. They also find
whole-number quotients with up to four-digit dividends
and two-digit divisors. Throughout the unit, students
engage in warm-up activities that support the work of the
current unit, while allowing them to revisit concepts from
previous grades and units. The Number Talk routines in
this unit supports students to multiply powers of 10, and
encourages them to think about partial products and
partial quotients.

Science:
MODELING MATTER

In this new unit students will be experimenting with food and
their transformation. They will explain a variety of things that
can happen when two substances are mixed. Students will
also learn about atoms and molecules and describe the
properties of different mixtures.

Social studies:
THE AGE of EXPLORATION

We are starting our unit the Age of Exploration. Students will
be  learning about explorers with a critical eye deciding
whether they should consider them "Explorers or
Conquerors" by studying the motivations behind their
voyages and their interactions with native peoples. 


