
Fifth Grade Monthly Newsletter
December 2023

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Students are continuing to work on being
prepared and making good choices. Each month you will
receive this newsletter, which contains what we are
learning about, important dates, and all the exciting
events going on in fifth grade. Please contact us if you
have any questions!

Sincerely,

Your Fifth Grade Teachers

CONTACT INFO
You are always welcome to call the school at (718)
831-4016 to relay a message to us or send a note in with
your child. If you prefer, here are our email addresses:

Mrs. Apicello kapicello@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Arcari earcari@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Cardarelli ccardarelli@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Gold agold11@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Grubert mgrubert@schools.nyc.gov

Mathematics: UNIT 3 - MULTIPLYING &
DIVIDING FRACTIONS

In this new unit, students will be extending what they
learned in unit 2 on the multiplication and division of
whole numbers and be able to apply it to multiplying
fractions by fractions and dividing a whole number by a
unit fraction. 5th Graders will also be collaborating with
classmates, while having authentic discussion around
strategies, methods, and solutions to a variety of fraction
multiplication problems.

Reading Workshop: COMPLEX
NONFICTION

As we move into nonfiction this month, it is important
that your child ALWAYS have at least 1-2 complex
nonfiction books in their Book Baggies, along with 1
other book of their choice (no more than 3 total). We will
be working to explore how complex nonfiction texts
typically have more than one main idea and multiple text
structures (ex: cause/effect, problem/solution,
chronological, compare/contrast).

Writing Workshop: JOURNALISM

Our students are taking on the role of “news reporters”
and “feature article writers” this month! They are eager
to live lives like journalists- alert to all the things
happening around them. We have begun creating
Feature Articles about a topic of interest that the
students will research.

Science: PATTERNS OF EARTH & SKY

In science we are continuing our research into why we
see different stars at different times of year. Students
have also explored the force of gravity and learned that
UP is away from the ground anywhere on Earth.

Social Studies: THE AGE OF
EXPLORATION

As we come to the end of Unit 1, where students studied
the life of early Americans and how the geographical
location of their settlement affected their way of life, we
now begin a new journey of exploration researching
early explorers and the real motivations behind their
voyages.

Important Dates:
12/5-12/9: CS week in school

12/6:  Winter Coding Land Party

12/13: Alley Pond Field Trip

12/16:  5th grade CS Parent Event

12/16:  Winter Wonderland PTA Event

12/22 to 1/2:  Winter Recess SCHOOL CLOSED


