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Hello 5th grade parents,

We are excited to say the year is going well and kids
are beginning to understand routines. As a reminder, students
are being graded in Discourse which is made up of 3
categories. You can talk to your child about how they think
they are doing in these categories and set a goal for how to
improve in one of the areas. The 3 categories are: Explaining
Thinking, Using Evidence, and Questioning.

Sincerely, 5th Grade Teachers

CONTACT INFO

You are always welcome to call the school at (718)
831-4016 to relay a message to us or send a note in
with your child.
As a reminder, you can always send us an email,
here are our email addresses:

Mrs. Apicello kapicello@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Gold agold11@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Cardarelli ccardarelli@schools.nyc.gov
Ms. Grubert mgrubert@schools.nyc.gov
Mrs. Arcari Earcari@schools.nyc.gov

Reading Workshop:
COMPLEX NONFICTION

As we move into nonfiction this month, it is important that
your child ALWAYS have at least 1-2 complex nonfiction books
in their Book Baggies, along with 1 other book of their choice
(no more than 3 total).  We will be working to explore that
complex nonfiction texts typically have more than one main
idea and multiple text structures (ex: cause/effect,
problem/solution, chronological, compare/contrast).

Writing Workshop:
JOURNALISM

Our students are taking on the role of “news reporters” and
“feature article writers” this month!  They are eager to live
lives like journalists, wide awake and alert to all the things
happening around them.  We will then move to creating
Feature Articles about a topic of interest that the students will
research.

Mathematics:
Dividing Fractions and The

Connection to Multiplication of
Fractions

Students have already begun this unit in October and now we
are working more in-depth about understanding how division
connects to the multiplication of fractions.  Students develop
an understanding of fractions as the division of the numerator
by the denominator, that is a÷b=a/b, and solve problems that
involve the multiplication of a whole number and a fraction,
including fractions greater than 1.  

Science:
PATTERNS OF EARTH & SKY

In science we are continuing our investigation to find out
more about the daily pattern of when we see the sun and
other stars. Students are introduced to the concept of spin
and the idea that UP is always away from Earth's center. 

Social Studies:
THE FIRST AMERICANS

5th grade students worked collaboratively to create an
Infographic on the Ice Age and shared their findings with the
class. This month they will be researching and exploring early
native groups in the America’s focusing on the importance of
how geographical location has impacted their way of life.


