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Third Grade News 
March 2020 

Curriculum Matters 
 

Reading/Writing- Students are continuing to write about 

reading by developing ideas about characters and lessons in 

the stories they are reading. Students will learn to incorporate 

new strategies when responding to a question about a story 

or passage.  They will continue working on identifying main 

ideas, recognizing text structures, and thinking critically as 

they read.  

 
Math- This month students are building on their knowledge of 

fractions with Chapter 9: Compare Fractions.  Students will 

compare fractions with the same denominator and 

numerator, order fractions, and investigate equivalent 

fractions.  Towards the end of the month, third grade will 

move on to Chapter 11:  Area.  Students will learn to 

understand area of a shape, measure area, as well as find 

area of combined rectangles. 

Important vocabulary:  denominator, numerator, equivalent, 

area, square unit, unit square 

 
Social Studies- This month students will continue to explore 

China.  Students will begin to learn about China’s different 

dynasties, religion, the economy, art influences, as well as 

important contributions to the world.  Students will listen to 

and read Chinese folktales and make connections from these 

folktales to familiar folktales that they might have heard.   

Important Vocabulary:  communist, demand, dynasty, 

economics, goods, import, republic, services, supply 

 

Science- Students begin a new unit of study this month, 

Inheritance and Traits.  In Chapter 1, students learn that they 

will take on the role of wildlife biologists working to understand 

why one wolf in a fictional national park, Wolf 44, looks 

different from the others in its pack. Students are introduced 

to the question that frames their learning in this chapter: Why 

are wolves different even though they are all the same 

species? Students will observe similarities and differences in 

traits between increasingly closely related organisms. They are 

introduced to the concept that organisms in a species have 

similar traits, but there is also variation in those traits. Students 

then observe and reflect on their own traits as humans.  

Important vocabulary:  organism, pattern, trait, species, 

variation, observe, data, explanation 

 

 

 

Important Dates! 
 

 March 5th – Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

 March 10th – trip to the Math 

Museum 

 

 March 25th – March 27th – New 

York State ELA State  

Students should come to school 

with sharpened #2 pencils! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Reminders 
 

 Students should be practicing 

their multiplication and division 

facts every day.    

 

 Students should be completing 

homework on a daily basis. 

 

 Students should be building 

stamina in reading by increasing 

their reading time to forty minutes 

as part of their nightly homework.  

 

 Please be sure to check your 

child’s folder for important 

notices on a daily basis.  It is 

important for all tests to be 

signed and returned! 


