
FIRST GRADE-FEBRUARY 2020 
A Sneak Peek at the Month! 

First Grade Teachers 
Mrs. Arcuri 

Ms.  Murphy  

Mrs. Pallai 

Mrs. Hennesey 

Ms. Ryan 

Ms. McCarthy 

Special Events 
 No School: February Break 17th -21st 

 Fabulous Friday, Period 1  

Tea & Talk w/administration Period 2: 

February 28 

 February is kindness and respect month 

 Social Emotional Learning Workshop-Feb 25, 

2:20-2:50-Room 235 

Reminders 
 Lunch is at 10:15am every day. Snack time will be 

given mid-day for 5-10 minutes. Please send in a 
healthy snack. 

 Please label any envelopes you may send in to 

school with your child’s name and what it is for. 

 If there is any change in dismissal always send in 

a note.  

 Please check and empty your child’s take-home 

folder each night. Please send it back to school 

each day. 

 Send book baggies back to school each day. 

 Read every night with your child. 

 Always wear sneakers on gym days. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phonics 
In Fundations students will learn about the vowel teams oa, oe, 

ow, ou, oo, ue, ew, au, and aw. They will also learn about words 

that have 5 sounds in a syllable (shrimp). They will continue to 

learn trick words (word wall words) such as any, many, how, 

now, down, out, about, our. Storytime: The Skunk. During 

story time the class reads a story together, scooping up phrases  

and retelling who the characters are, what the setting is, and 

main events from the story. 
Reading  

This month’s unit is called Readers Get to Know Characters by 

Performing Their Books. The Essential Question is: How can I 

get to know the characters in my books really well?  

Bend 1: Readers Have Ways to Get to Know a Character 

How can I read and notice lots of things about characters- the 
things they do, how they feel, and what they think? 
Bend 2: Partners Pretend They Are Characters and Perform 

Books in Clubs to Become Character Experts 

How can I reread and act out my books with my partner in ways 
that help me understand and express things about the 
characters? How can I reread my books many times with my 
book club, thinking about the different ways we can be our 
characters? 
Bend 3: Giving the Gift of Reading 

How can I read and reread my books to get ready to share them 
with an audience? How can I make the characters and the 
stories come to life? 

 

Writing 
This month’s unit is called Writing Reviews: OPINION.  

Bend 1: Best in Show: Judging Our Collections 

Students will write opinions about their collections, explain 
judgements in convincing ways, expect disagreement, bolster 
arguments, edit and publish. 
Bend 2: Writing Persuasive Reviews 

Students talk right to readers, make comparisons, hook their 
reader with a catchy introduction and conclusion, and give 
writing checkups with partners. 
Bend 3: Writing Persuasive Book Reviews 

Students write book reviews and persuade others, give sneak 
peek summaries, use conjunctions, and learn how to give a book 
review talk. 

 

Math 
GO Math Chapter 7: Compare Numbers 

Students will model and compare two-digit numbers to 
determine which is greater than and less than, use symbols for 
-is less than, -is greater than, -is equal to; to compare numbers,  
 

 

solve problems using the strategy make a model, and 
identify numbers that are 10 less or 10 more than a given 
number. 

Science  
This month in Amplify science students will continue 

to learn about Light and Sound. The unit question is 

How do we make different parts of a surface 
brighter or darker?  
In chapter 2 students will focus on How do we make 

a dark area in a bright puppet show scene? 

 Exploring Shadows 

 What made this shadow? 

 Investigating Blocking? 

 Designing a Cutout to Make a Dark Area 

 Explaining the Dark Part of the Surface 

 

Social Studies 
This month in Social Studies we are continuing to 

learn about The Community.  Our focus questions 

are: 

 What makes a community? 

 How do people meet their needs in a 

community? 

 How are maps used to find different types 

of information about a community? 

 What are the responsibilities of a citizen 

within a community? 

 Why do communities need rules and laws? 

 Who are our leaders and how do they help 

us? 

 How can people help the community? 

 How can responsible citizens help change 

rules and laws? 

 How can protecting the environment help our 

communities? 



 


