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Third Grade News 
January 2020 

Curriculum Matters 
 

Reading- The third graders will begin Unit Four: Character 

Studies.  This unit spotlights the study of character and will 

bring students on a journey similar to the one that characters 

go on in books. We will read Because of Winn-Dixie and get to 

know characters by studying them deeply. Students will come 

up with ideas about characters and will then investigate 

patterns that reveal deeper character traits and motivations. 

We will be using evidence from the text to develop theories 

about characters.   

 
Writing- Students are beginning the Baby Literary Essay Unit.  

This unit will introduce students to the art of writing literary 

essays.  Students will learn to develop ideas about the 

characters and lessons in the stories they are reading and will 

then work to write these ideas to interest and persuade others.  

They will learn to state a big, bold opinion, back up their ideas 

with evidence, and include a brief introduction and 

conclusion in their writing.  

 
Math- This month students are starting their work with division 

in Chapter 6: Understand Division. Important vocabulary:  

divide, dividend, divisor, inverse operations, quotient, related 

facts  

 
Social Studies- Students will begin to learn about China.  They 

will be able to locate China on a map and understand what 

life was like in China in the past and today.  They will also learn 

how the people and geography of China shaped its past and 

present.  In this unit, students will begin to dive into how the 

traditional culture of China shaped its past and present.  

 

Science- As the students continue to explore balancing 

forces they will investigate “What makes an object fall?” 

by learning about the effects of gravity. They also begin 

to explore “Why would an object not move even 

though a force is acting on it?”  They discover balanced 

forces as they investigate how two forces, gravity and 

magnetic force, can act on an object at the same time. 

Key concepts: Two forces can be exerted on an object 

at the same time. When two forces are exerted on an 

object in opposite directions, the forces can be 

balanced. 

Important Dates! 
 

 January 1st – New Year’s Day 

(School Closed) 

 

 January 20th  – Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day (School Closed) 

 

 January 28th – Math and Reading 

Parent Engagement Workshops  

2:30-3:10pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Reminders 
 

 Students should be practicing 

their multiplication and division 

facts every day.    

 

 Students should be completing 

homework on a daily basis. 

 

 Students should be reading for at 

least thirty minutes as part of their 

nightly homework.  

 

 Please be sure to check your 

child’s folder for important 

notices on a daily basis.  It is 

important for all tests to be 

signed and returned! 


