
Art Newsletter: November 2019 
The year is going and so are the students with great progress forward! I also, am moving 
forward and just recently presented at NYSATA (New York State Art Teachers Association) in 
Binghamton. I presented on Sketchbooks to Further Growth in the Art Studio, and it was well 
received by art teachers around the state. One point I stressed during the presentation that I 
would like to share, is that I specifically titled the presentation Sketchbooks to Further Growth 
in the Art Studio and not Student Growth because I truly believe that I as the teacher grow as 
well, as I learn about my students through their sketchbooks. That’s the beauty in teaching.   
 
Green Team Art News 
The Green Team is on the move and students started planting tulip bulbs last week so, come 
this spring our colors should start to rise. The students had fun and it was great to see them get 
their hand dirty making our school beautiful. 
 
School Newspaper Art News 
The school newspaper is in the process  of developing a logo and title and 3rd grader Grace Lee 
and 4th graders Emma Mengler and Jasmine Butts ideas have been chosen. The three pieces will 
be combined to brand our new school newspaper. The finished design will be out later in 
December. 
 
A quick look at the art kindergarten thru 5th grade: 

Kindergarten - The Family Activity drawings have started and students are working on 
developing their compositions and enlarging the people in their pictures. In the next week or 
two the students will begin using oil pastels to bring their works alive with color. 

So, continue to talk with your children about the things you do together, who you are 
with and where different activities take place. Also, make sure ask about drawing in art and 
how they are drawing the figure to show bending and moving. The vocabulary words are mostly 
the same with a few additions but make sure to use them in conversation with your children. 
VOCABULARY WORDS: Person, body, arms, legs hands, feet, head, neck, joints, shoulders, 
elbows, wrists, hips, knees, ankles, connect, touch, come together, composition, arrange, 
organize, moving, bending, enlarge and background. 

 

1st Grade - The students are onto the next project in which they are focusing on animals as they 
continue to work on observational skills and the idea of composition. The students have animal 
models in front of them and are truly working and studying how an artist observes a three-
dimensional object and draws it on a two-dimensional surface. They have practiced on a few 
different animals and are now focusing on one. They will draw more than one of the same 
animals and then going over criteria, (specifically enlarging) with a partner to pick the more 
successful piece. Once the pieces are chosen they will then move on using oil pastels to add 
color into their background and animal.  

Make sure to ask your children about what they see and have them describe the shapes 
and arrangement of things to help them understand what they are seeing. VOCABULARY 
WORDS: Observation, composition, arrange, organize, whole, big parts, medium parts, small 
parts, details, enlarge, animals, feedback and revising. 



  

2nd Grade - The students spirit animals are amazing!!! All of 2nd grade has drawn huge awesome 
spirit animals with the help of class discussions, checklists and peer discussions and feedback. 
The students are now working on studying the color wheel using (tempera cakes) primary 
colors (red, blue, yellow) to mix secondary and intermediate colors. As well as learning how to 
control the water in their brushes to develop better techniques. The students are in the process 
of creating their color tests and will begin SLOWLY painting their spirit animals in the next week 
or two. 

Make sure to ask your child about their artwork and what colors they mixed, what was 
hard, what they enjoyed and what they possibly have to work on. Have children describe their 
work as much as possible to help them in developing their vocabulary and describing skills. 
VOCABULARY WORDS: Color Wheel, primary colors, secondary colors, intermediate colors, 
palette, water control, watercolor brushes, mixing, animals, textures, parts, whole, combining, 
enlarging, revising and imagination.  

 

3rd Grade - The students are finishing up enlarging their flag designs on good paper and will 
soon begin using tempera cake paint to add their color. It has been interesting to see how 
students have taken different parts of their flags and incorporated them into their own flag 
designs. There were some ups and downs throughout the process but the students persevered. 
They will now begin learning about some painting techniques and begin painting their flags.  

The students are continuing to learn about associations and how exploring themselves 
can help to develop new and interesting ideas. Ask you child about their flags and animal 
connection, discuss family history and travels to help them bring their experiences into the art 
studio. Also, ask about how they used their resources to help them and what parts they 
included the their flag designs. VOCABULARY WORDS: enlarge, revise, resource, feedback, 
animals, traits, behaviors, charcteristics, cultural backgrounds, research, and flags.  
 

4th Grade - The students have been engaged studying the work of Eric Carle and how he uses 
paint to create different kinds of textures. The students viewed different works of art by Eric 
Carle and participated in an I see…, I think…, I wonder… about the work. The focus was to 
understand how to describe what was observed, then how the images were created 
(interpretation using evidence from work) and then finally asking any questions they had. This 
activity was both group based (discussion) and individual (writing). The students also looked at 
thumbnail textures of painted paper and handled different tool and then had to figure out 
which tools created the different texture, the combination of tools and if there were layers and 
in which order. Lots of thinking going on for 4th grade.  
 Next the students will be creating their own painted paper thumbnails to explore color 
and tools. After the explorations the students will created sheets of textured painted paper and 
then begin their own collage animals and landscapes. 
 Talk to your children about the textures of different things and work together to try and 
describe the texture without name the objects or things you are looking at. See if you can guess 
what is being described. VOCABULARY WORDS: paint, layers, sequence, order, scratch, brush 
stroke, tools, observe, texture, animals, direction, location, length, width, size, and color. Some 



good describing words are long, short, together, apart, shapes, lines, up, down, wavy, straight, 
spikey, hard, bumpy, smooth, soft, pushes out, hangs down, fat, skinny, a lot, spread out, a few, 
thick, thin, wrinkly, wiry, stripes, uneven, uniform, vertical, horizontal, diagonal, and all the 
other words you can think of.   
   

5th Grade - The students expressive self-portraits are moving forward. The students have done 
watercolor paint explorations to learn about and try to control watercolors. Some classes have 
begun to paint their portraits with thoughts on color and how color can help to enhance the 
expression within the portrait. This also, involves the understanding of how watercolors work in 
that once dark the paint/color cannot be made lighter. Here students really need to think about 
planning out their work to figure out what colors to put in and how to layer the intensity of the 
color.  

So, remember to discuss moods and feelings with your children, describe how the face 
changes and how what is seen can suggest how someone may feel. It is also a great way to 
discuss how your children feel throughout the day as they navigate the social world of 5th grade 
and soon to be the world of middle school. VOCABULARY WORDS: watercolors, mixing colors, 
layers, planning out work, control of water, light to dark, big areas to small areas, facial 
features, portrait, self-portrait, expressive, moods, feelings, proportion, exaggeration, scale, 
and size. 
 
With this year’s focus on communication, make sure to talk with your children about their day, 
what was their favorite part of the day, a tough moment, a discovery, something that made 
them laugh and how they feel and why. The more we ask and share, the more we learn about 
each other and the more we help the students understand the importance of reflection as 
integral part of their learning.  
 
As always remind students to BE SAFE, BE POLITE, BE COOPERATIVE, BE RESPONSIBLE and BE 
KIND. When students work together with a partner or the whole table group, we focus on being 
helpful by providing positive actionable feedback and kind words of encouragement.  
 
And remember think about art, look at art and make art. 
 
If there are any questions or concerns please feel free to email at kwielopolski@schools.nyc.gov 
or call the school to set up a meeting during Parent Engagement time on Tuesdays after school.  
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