
FIRST GRADE-DECEMBER 2019 
A Sneak Peek at the Month! 

Teachers 
Mrs. Arcuri 
Mrs. Ryan 
Ms. Murphy  
Mrs. Pallai 
Mrs. Hennessy & Ms. McCarthy 
_______________________________ 

Special Events 
• 12/3-Hall of Science Field Trip 
• 12/5-Picture Retake Day 
• 12/6-Barnes & Nobles Night  
• No school 12/23-1/1 – school opens 1/2/20. 

Reminders 
• Please send in a healthy snack every day 
• Please label any envelopes you may send in to 

school with your child’s name and what it is for. 
• If there is any change in dismissal always send in 

a note.  
• Please check and empty your child’s take-home 

folder each night. Please send it back to 
school each day. 

• Send book baggies back to school each day. 
• Read every night with your child. 
• Always wear sneakers on gym days. 

______________________________ 

Phonics 
In Fundations students will continue to work on tapping out 
words with digraphs, bonus letters and short vowels and then 
making sentences that start with a capital letter and end with 
punctuation. 
They will learn about words with the suffix -s and glued sounds 
such as ang, ing, ong, ung, ank, ink, onk, & unk. They will 
continue to learn trick words (word wall words) such as where, 
there, here, why, by, my, try, put, two.  
Storytime focuses on narrative stories  (fiction) vs. 
informational stories (nonfiction).  

During story time the class reads a story together, scooping up 
phrases and retelling who the characters are, what the setting 
is, and main events from the story.  
 

Reading  
This month we will focus on Learning About the World: 
Reading Nonfiction. Students will become super smart 
about nonfiction topics by taking sneak peeks to learn 
more about the topic, stop and study each page, guess 
what might come next, chat about a page or the book, 
make their voice sound smooth & lively, find and think 
about keywords, Students will also learn how to read 
aloud like an expert by marking interesting parts, show 
the feeling in each part, figure out how the book is 
organized, study books like a writer, explain and think 
about keywords, and use drama to bring the topic to life. 

Writing 
This month students will learn how to write Nonfiction 
Chapter Books. Students will think of a nonfiction 
topic, plan across their fingers, sketch across pages, 
and write words. They will write books to teach their 
readers something they know all about. They will think 
about questions their readers might have (who, where, 
how, when, why), write in twin sentences, include 
pictures to add more information with arrows and 
captions, use size, shape and color words, make 
comparisons, use big and bold pop-out words, and speech 
bubbles. 

Math 
This month in GO Math our focus is on Chapter 4: 
SUBTRACTION STRATEGIES & Chapter 5: 
ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION RELATIONSHIPS. 
Students will learn how to count back, think addition to 
subtract, use 10 to subtract, and break apart to 
subtract.  In chapter 5 students will learn about related 
facts. They will use addition to check subtraction, learn 
ways to make numbers to 20, and determine if an 
equation is equal or not equal. 

Science  
This month in Amplify science students are focusing 
on How Spruce the Sea Turtle’s offspring survive 
where there are sharks and How can aquarium 
scientists explain animal defenses to the visitors. 
Students will make models of animals with defenses, 
role-play interactions between parents and offspring 
of different types of living things, write about the 
defenses of Spruce’s offspring, learn and evaluate 
how frog models help to explain ideas, and write 
about the frog models. 
 

Social Studies 
This month in Social Studies we are continuing unit 3  
- the COMMUNITY. Our focus questions are:  
What makes a community? 
How do people meet their needs in a community? 
How are maps used to find different types of 
information about a community? 
What are the responsibilities of a citizen within a 
community? 
hay do communities need rules and laws? 
How can protecting the environment help our 
communities? 
 

 


